\8—CAMAS-WASHOUGAL—POST-RECORD—TUESDAY, JULY 6, 1993 


Firefighters were successful in 


efforts to save adjoining businesses 


Continued from page A1 


Initially, fire crews attacked the 
flames from inside the store by en- 
tering through the main doorway 
on Fourth Avenue. Crews also went 
in through the Cedar Street side. 
Efforts were also made to cut holes 
in the roof of the building to venti- 
late the fire. 

Approximately an hour after the 
first fire crews arrived, the flames, 
heat and a lack of structural integ- 
rity, forced the evacuation of 
firefighters from the furniture store. 
The firefighters then battled the 
blaze from each of the outside cor- 
ners of the structure. 

Fire eventually engulfed the en- 
tire Crown Home Fumishingsstruc- 
ture. Flames shot more than 100 
feet into the air above the two-story 
building. 

In addition, flames and smoke at 
one point burst out the Cedar Street 
side of the building, extending about 
half-way across the roadway. At 
times, smoke completely obliter- 
ated sight lines between Third and 
Fourth avenues on Cedar. 

As the flames rose above their 
heads, firefighters worked dili- 
gently to keep the blaze from cut- 
ting through a retaining wall into 
Straub’s Funeral Home. In addi- 
tion, efforts were made to keep 
flames from spreading into the 
Westlie Ford-Mercury showroom. 
Cars that had been inside the auto- 


mobile dealer’s showroom werere- 


moved. 


The efforts to save the adjoining | 


businesses were successful, how- 
ever, Crown was a total loss. “All 
there is left is four walls,” Getsfrid 


commented of the furniture store’s 
demise. 

Fire also resulted in destruction 
of an adjoining garage on Cedar 
Street. Flames, however, did miss a 
homeon Cedar Street, located above 
the funeral business. Lyle Burnett, 
owner of Straub’s Funeral Home, 
was inside the residence above the 
business when the fire broke out. 
Bumett noted that he quickly ex- 
ited the residence after fire crews 
arrived. 

He also said the fire did notcause 
too much damage to his business. 
“The fire department did a fantastic 
job of saving ourbusiness,” Burnett 
added. 

Unfortunately, Crown Home 
Furnishings could not be saved. 
Owners of thestore, Alan and Sandi 
Fischer, stood by as fire consumed 
their business. Sandi Fischer agreed 
that it was a “horrible situation.” 
She also noted that the business 
was insured. 

The fire raged on for several 


hours. Although flames could still 
be spotted inside the structure, 
Getsfrid said the fire was consid- 
ered contained at about 2:15 a.m. 
Monday. 


Firefighters continued to dump 
water onto the flames throughout 
the morning hours and well into 
Monday. The total amount of water 
poured into the fire to extinguish it 
was not immediately known, but 
one firefighter on the scene esti- 
mated that as much as 10,000 gal- 
lons of water per minute was 
dumped onto the flames at the peak 
of the blaze. 


Throughout yesterday, crews 
continued mop-up efforts. In addi- 
tion, dump trucks and other heavy 
machinery was brought in to dis- 
pose of debris. 

As the day progressed, many on- 
lookers also crowded the streets in 
downtown to view the devastation 
left by the late-Independence Day 
fire. 


AS MANY as 60firefighters from 
almost every department in 
Clark County battled the inferno 
well into the early morning 
hours Monday (top left). Fire 


_ rolled out the Cedar Street side 


of the furniture store, over the 
heads of firefighters attacking 
the flames from the roadway 
(top). Smoke and flame, at 
times, obliterated views be- 
tween Third and Fourth av- 
enues on Cedar Street (left). 
Some of the debris was taken 
away Monday afternoon (right). 


